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proclaimed a blockade of Government ports, our Foreign
Office accepted a blockade which was obviously incorn -
plete, and warned its merchant ships against venturing into
Spanish waters with cargoes which had been declared
contraband by General Franco. Meanwhile a Bill was
rushed through Parliament declaring it illegal to take
munitions to Sgain. We were, in fact, doing for Italians in
Spain what we had done for them during the Ethiopian
war, arranging that their enemies should be unarmed.
It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the
Foreign Office, always contemptuous of popular move-
ments, had come to the opinion that (1) Italian and
German intervention could not be prevented; (2) that
it was bound to succeed within a comparatively short
time; and (3) that it was therefore best to make friends
with the Mammon of Unrighteousness and hasten the
inevitable end. But, as the writer's Spanish friends were
only too fond of pointing out, Spain is not Abyssinia. The
British diplomatic forecast was wrong about the original
coup d*£tat. The Foreign Office proved equally lacking in
prescience about the eflfects of Italian and German inter-
vention between December, 1936, and March, 1937.
On March 13th, 1937, Signor Mussolini, who was
then on his way to Libya, sent a telegram to General
Mancini, the Italian Divisional Commander in tfie
Central area. The fighting had already begun which,
as Queipo de Llano promised so confidently and so
often over the wireless, could only end in the fall of
Madrid. A double attack was being made, along the
Jarama river from the south, and down the Saragossa
road from the north. Both seemed likely enough to
succeed, and if they did Madrid would be cut off.
For some months Madrid had been dependent on
the one main road which leads through Tarancon to

